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Wish List
Call 373-3354 for drop-off times
Laundry and Dish Soap
Siding for House
Diapers and Formula
Spaghetti Sauce
Pillows
Snow melt
Meat

Fresh fruits and vegetables

o

Genesis House

A New Beginning

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Genesis House is a warm,-bpard shelter for
homeless women daahiliedt is thenly one of its kind
in thecounty The average stay for our families is 40
We serve an average efBamilies a year. Today, w¢
currently haveufdamilies at Genesis House with five
children under two, and two teenagers.

Duringeach families staye work withemon new
beginningd his camclude finding housing, jobs and
health car@his care ctinues after their stay, with ou
Aftercare program.

In this holiday season, we give thanks foayers and
continued supp&flunteering, financiahtributiorasd
gifts alhelpGenesis House changp e o pivee 6 s

There has beerframendous need in our community
me n 6 s . Withhthee Igegneraus donation of an apart|
from a local famitye Genesis House Board of Direct
waspleased o expand our serv
shelter.

Sq before the New Year begins, @ men sshoeiltbe
in place in the City of Olean. We envision thie seelt
emergency housing, with the majority of the guests
overnighBy establ i shing a m
will be able to help rbgmgiving them a clean, veaun
safeplace to stay.

The Board of Directors and | are so thankful that G
given usheopportunity®es t abl i sh t hi

I would like to express my gratitude and appreciatig
Board of Directors, staff and volunteers fodaltdhey
make Genesis House a wonderful place for new bg

Happy Holidays,

Linore E. Lounsbury




OMomanlot talké it Our extended family

The last thing her son said to ser w& Mo m, | c]| He was scared! He had come a long way in conqu
anymore. You keep saying many problems since leaving Gé#esse the year
It |l candt go through i {] before. Butnow he was facing the most difficult is

. . his life. He had been charged with a crime he ada
A lot has happened sincestittay 6years ago. She hit denied having committed, and was facing a trial w
bottom. She stayed with us at Genesis House for a mo} | could land him in jail for several years. But would {

awaiting admission to-am@th residential treatment cen{ | pelieve hi? What would happen to his young wife
Buffalo. After successful completion of the program, s | newborn daughter if he was convicted?

another month with us while waiting foalbitydessistance
to start. As a member of our Aftercare team, | began trans
. ) o ' _ him to Little Valley for his many court dates. Finall
Now she lives quietly and happily in a bright and tidy a§ | pretrial date arrived. The stress and fear showed {
with her two cats. After a year of sobriety, she tentative young couples face. But amazingly the court chos

now. If he would li&eatkwith her she would love it, but sl

woul d under st an theynage rdswenedd | i T h

se people who doné
communication. donot

0
0 get it,o0 he told
Recently she called, choked with emotion, to read me {| | His wife quietly expressed her appreciation for the
birthday card she has just received from him. He told hf | House staff. Without family support, she confided,
the past was irethast and she would always be his mot] | were grateful just to have someone to talk with.

and he would always love her. The card sits on her nig|

where she says it will stay forever. Hopefully they doné6t a

their family, and they are ours.

Become Part of the Volunteer Family |
Il n 1993, | was asked to be on the board of Genes,|
was only filling a spot, while our second representative kept falling asleep at the meetings (not because they yv
boring, but he was overworked)Along with Fr. Snodgrass, | participated in the dedication of the house. But |
even before that, | had helped with the preparation of one of the rooms in the house, which happened to be the
executive directords officeplé BakKeigltseatebprptaeqw

Today, my activities are geared to fund raising, development, and awareness. ;

Recently, Muriel was out for some surgery, and | had the opportunity to be Muriel for a couple of days a week.
The experiences | had are uofgettable. | answered the phone, delivered food, took in donations, satinon |
entrance interviews, interacted with the residents, celebrated those who were moving to their own home, and'
saw a part of life that had been unfamiliar to me. Homelessness many faces. Whether it is the pregnant ;
teenager, the mother and father with many children, the elderly lady, the grandmothard granddaughter or thel
20-something whose family kicked her out, it is here. Genesis House provides a service that enables pdople |
opportunity to get back on their feet. Often, they receive tough love, but know that everyone is hoping and i
praying that they make it. There is no prejudging. Everyone gets the same treatment. They are offered gwdahc

safety and respect. This is nbotel, so everyone has to do their part. !

Volunteering is not always easy, but if you have some time to help at Genesis House, | know you will be !
gratified. Genesis House is a home. 18dm very happ
and to be able to help keep it a safe and happy place for those who need it.

-Marcia Storch, Fund-Raising Chair



The Soci al Wor ker 0s

Each of the helping professions has its own, unique perspecti*¥
how to help people who are experiencing life probkess or N
Medical doctors, psychiatrists, nurses, professional counselor
psychologists and professional social workers manglagdevith | |
an individual, and each will view the person from a different | *
perspective. Based on this perspective, a helping professiona
solutions to guide the person or family.

As a professional social worker, | view the individual asdafa !
complex being, with unique life circumstances. Before offering ‘ﬂ’
solutions, |l al ways take a

Bi ological: The state of on
exercise and medications. Forexample:H s one s
affecting his/her ability to function everyday? Does one have t

resources to take care of his/her physical mebdy%Ee a Volunteer Recognition:

medical doctor on a regular basis? How does one cope with p Many past residents

limitations? For families,dwwhe health concerns of one family return to Genesis House

member affect the entire unit? to volunteer and give
back.

Psychol ogical : The s tbarngendo f

coping skills. For exampl e:

to cope with daily problems? Does he/shefféehtenough to
resolve problems? Is there an addiction to alcohol, drugs, or
there a mental iliness which prevents this treatmerpagitinéiom
outpati ent? How does a ment al
relationships?

Social: Thequaly of a personds rel af

employment, and financial resources. Does the person have
source of income? If not, does he/she have the skills to beco
employed, or do they need to apply for benefits? Is teecfamil
support this person? Does he/she have religious beliefs, a ch
friends or others who will help during times of need? What is
of the personds educati on;

Empowering othéw achieve their goal one important way that
social workers are able to help. In most cases, we view the i
as capable of making decisions, acting on those decisions, a
forward. For individuals who do not have these capabilities, t
social servicg@ncies available to assist them. Professional sot
workers offer individual and family counseling, information, an

referrals to community agencies. Quarterly, we invite all
, . _ former families back for
Genesis House is a place where people experience the suppc “prayer and shar

need to be empowered in their laradppy to be associated wit
this beacon of light in out community.

16 families attend for
dinner and fun.

-Judy Lynch, LMSW
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emergency shelter folamiliesis guaranteed to
reinforce how important the shelter is.

Who comes to Genesis House? The young, the v¢
young, the middle aged and the elderly.

It is hard to believe that inur small community
homelessness exists, but a day, a month or a yea
spent volunteering at Genesis Housénforcesall
too wellthat homelessness here andhe facesare
often those of young children.

The homeless are children who wiggle their way ir
your heart, children who come and sit on your lap
who scribble on the papers you are working on,
children who cry because they need more attentia
than their stressed parents can provide, children
who remember the man who teased tireto drink
theirmikai {d® {GSLIKSYyQa ¢K
children who write their names for you so that you
will not forget them.

The homelessare elderly women withwalkers
women (both young and old) who have overcome
addictions, families who are expecting a child
imaginebeing pregnant and having no home to liv¢
in, imagine bringing you new baby to a homeless
shelter instead of to proud grandparents and a
shinning nursery. Imagine your grandmother, your

mother or yourself elderly, sick and unable to walk

without assistancend having no home.

At Genesis House, you find excited families on

moving day who have a place to call home, famili¢

whosechildren go to church after their stay at
Genesis House, and women and men who have
found a jab. People like you and me, who have
found comfort.

Linore Lounsbury, Executive Director has extende
an invitation to all to visit Genesis house to see fir
hand what all the congregations and this commun
have built.
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Look Whoos
at Genesis House!

A New Li

Volunteer Position

Call 373-3354 if interested
Receptionist
A few good Men
Cooks (help and teach)

Maintenance
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A crisis is brewing in our community andbastdticoalition of religious organizations is banding together
organize efforts to assist.

For several years now there has been a waiting list at Genesis House for the people whame&ed the s
assistance that Genesis House offers to the homeless. The Board of Directors have been exploring the pos
the facilities for quite some time, but obviously that will not happen overnight.

Then over the summer months thingdrgmeatically worse. Area churches abddailorganizations were
overwhelmed by the number of people coming to us to ask for a place to stay. Sometimes they needed a pl
night and for others, there was a need far more extensige: 3 hairBsitdy of St. Bonaventure {spesit thousands of
dollars over the summer months providing hotel rooms for people who had no place to stay. Other churches
Christ United Methodist Church and St. Mary of the Angelsrpposhdi@song their benevolence funds in their a
to help the homeless situation here.

We can only imagine how much worse this situation is going to get as the economy worsens and as
Fortunately, the Genesis House BoaettdrBhas formed a task force to try to organize the collective efforts o
are trying to help. Linore Loungagutiveifzctor of Genesis House, has offered her services as a case worke
who are in need for a place to stayoradlyit Genesis House is considering the possibility of adding another cag
serve during the evening hours when Mrs. Lounsbury is not available.

A letter went out recently to area churches and other religious institutions, invisirigitiesed goialition th
cooperatively is working to address the problem. We are asking those religious organizations to send $60 e
to Genesis House to use for whatever accommodations which can be provided outside those loi/@Gédésistéld
individuals and other organizations that would like to help with this situatiofs t6 @o lilkcbwises n 6t s ou
a number of organizations into this pot we can cover a lot of needs.

As the hol i daydiscreaspse thankyowfor alltofyeur gerenosaty.

- Rev Dan McDow€lhairman of the Board

Santa and his Wife give

back to Genesis House.  As
a former resident, Mrs.
Clause never forget s where
her new beginnings began.




